DOCKET NO.: RC(]^1021 



PATENT 



Page 9, line 20 change "act" to -acts--. 
Page 10, equation 12, change first occurrence of "11" to --I— 
Page II, line 10, change "requirement" to -requirements- 
Page 11, line 10, change "is" to -are--. 
Page 11, line 10, change "he" to -the-. 
Page 1 1 , line 1 1, change "305" to --304-- 
Page 1 1, line 13, change "306" to "305- 
Page 12, line 6, change "burred" to -blurred-y 
Page 12, line 11, change "blur" to -blurring^ 
Page 12, line 12, change "date" to -data- 

In the Drawings: 

Please amend the original Fig. 3 of the drawings in the above-identified 
application as indicated in red on the ajifached replacement page. 

Id the Claims: 

1 . A method of composjiig an image from a plurality of images, comprising: 

inputting a plurality oj the images containing the same objects; 

determining a relative position between two of the images based upon a 
predetermined set of moVements; 

determining at least one common in-focus area between the two images; 

determining m amount of difference in focus in the one common in-focus area 
between the two images; and 

composii4 ^ image from the two inputted images based upon the above 
determined amount of the difference in focus. 

7. A system for composing an image from a plurality of images, comprising: 
input unit for inputting a plurality of the images containing the same objects; 



a processing unit connected to said input xmit for determining a relative position 
bety(^een two of the images based upon a predetermined set of movements, said 
prpcessing unit determining at least one conmion in-focus area between the two images, 
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said processing unit determining an amount of difference in focus 'in the One common m- 
focus area between the two images, said processing unit composing an image fi^)m the 
two inputted images based upon the above determined amount of the difference in focus. 
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13. A computer program containing instructions for perforpafrng acts of composing 
an image from a plurality of images, the acts comprising: 

inputting a plurality of the images containing the samfe objects; 

determining a relative position between two of the images; 

determining at least one conunon in-focus ar^a between the two images based 
upon a predetermined set of movements; 

determining an amount of difference iryfocus in the one common in-focus area 
between the two images; and 

composing an image from the two^inputted images based upon the above 
determined amount of the difference it/focus. 



Please add claims ^throUgh^;Z9^as follows: 

A method of comm^ing an image from a plurality of images, comprising: 
inputting a plurality ctf the images containing the same objects; 
determining a relajfeive position between two of the images; 
determining at h^t one common in-focus area between the two images; 
dividing eaclyof the inputted images into a predetermined number of blocks; 
sununing mxel values of each of the blocks for each of the inputted images; 
determimng a difference in the summed pixel values between a corresponding 
pair of the blo^s of the inputted images; 

seleoiing a block having a largest amoimt of the difference in the summed pixel 
values as me common in-focus area; 

dfetermining an amount of difference in focus in the one common in-focus area 
betwe/n the two images; and 

/ composing an image from the two inputted images based upon the above 
determined amount of the difference in focus. 
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1"^^ 'f 

/JS. The method of composing an image according to claim yl wherein the > 

common in-focus area is user-adjustable. / 

'V . . ■ ■ ■ / 

/IS. The method of composing an image according to claim^,t?^hereiryme focus 
difference determination further comprising: / 

iteratively low-pass filtering the common in-focus area of one of^e inputted 
images; / 

determining whether or not the low-pass filtered commoiLm-focus area 
substantially matches the common in-focus area of another inputted images; and 

determining the amount of the focus difference in tp one common in-focus area 
between the two images based upon a number of the itemtive low-pass filtering. 

2flC The method of composing an image awording to claim J^Kvherein the 
amount of the focus difference is user-adjustaWe. 

'!/ / 'J^ 

21. The method of composing an/image according to claim>9 wherein the 
amount of the focus difference is expressed in a blurring function. 

3P / 

A system for composjing an image firom a plurality of images, comprising: 
an input unit for inputting a plurality of the images containing the same objects; 
and / 

a processing unit oonriected to said input unit for determining a relative position 
between two of the images, said processing imit determining at least one common in- 
focus area between t^e two images, said processing unit dividing each of the inputted 
images into a predetermined number of blocks, said processing unit summing pixel 
values of each or the blocks for each of the inputted images, said processing unit 
determining ar difference in the summed pixel values between a corresponding pair of the 
blocks of tUe inputted images, said processing unit selecting a block having a largest 
amount ot the difference in the summed pixel values as the one common in-focus area, 
said processing unit determining an amount of difference in focus in the one common in- 
focu/ area between the two images, said processing unit composing an image fi'om the 
two inputted images based upon the above determined amount of the difference in focus. 
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'AO' 

The system for composing an image according to claim,^22^herein the 
common in-focus area is user-adjustable. 

The system for composing an image according to clainvS^T wherein said 
processing unit iteratively applies a low-pass filter to the conmion in-focus area otone of 
the inputted images, said processing unit determining whether or not the low-Mfss filtered 
common in-focus area substantially matches the common in-focus area of a;rother 
inputted images, said processing unit determining the amount of the focu/ difference in 
the one common in-focus area between the two images based upon a;mmber of the 
iterative low-pass filtering. 

J}^. The system for composing an image according tef :laim ^^twherein the 
amount of the focus difference is user-adjustable. 

J)^. The system for composing an image according to claim ^ wherein the 
amount of the focus difference is expressed in a^lurring function. 
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2>f A computer program containio^ instructions for performing acts of composing 
an image from a plurality of images, the acts comprising: 

inputting a plurality of the hnages containing the same objects; 
determining a relative portion between two of the images; 
determining at least ojk common in-focus area between the two images; 
dividing each of th/inputted images into a predetermined number of blocks; 
summing pixel Values of each of the blocks for each of the inputted images; 
determining if difference in the summed pixel values between a corresponding 
pair of the blocks/of the inputted images; 

selectWg a block having a largest amount of the difference in the summed pixel 
values as i}p common in-focus area; 

determining an amount of difference in focus in the one common in-focus area 
between the two images; and 
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